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Iron Sharpens Iron: Co-Teaching in a Teacher Education Program
Abstract
Recently the Education department at Dordt College revamped its program. We were implementing co-
teaching during our year-long student teaching experience for seniors, but we felt it would be more effective if
students had experience with co-teaching before being one of the main participants. As changes were
discussed, we were challenged to look for opportunities to implement co-teaching so students would benefit
from it as a student as well as seeing it modeled and explained. As a result of this, Ed Starkenburg and Gwen
Marra have been co-teaching an undergraduate Children’s and Adolescent Literature course. They will share
their experiences of implementing the various strategies and data they have collected from students who have
taken the course. Planning, instruction, and assessment ideas will be shared.
Keywords
student teachers, master teachers, planning, instruction
Disciplines
Educational Methods | Teacher Education and Professional Development
Comments
Presented at the first National Conference on Co-Teaching held in Minneapolis, Minnesota, from October
26-28, 2016.
This conference presentation is available at Digital Collections @ Dordt: http://digitalcollections.dordt.edu/faculty_work/632
Iron Sharpens Iron
Co-Teaching in a Teacher 
Education Program
Co-Teaching Conference 2016
Dr. Pat Kornelis, Dr. Gwen Marra, and Dr. Ed Starkenburg
Dordt College, Sioux Center, IA
The Context
Where have we been?
Where are we now?
Where do we hope to go?
In the beginning...
•Traditional student teaching model
•15 weeks
•2 sessions
•Gradual increase of responsibility
•1-2 weeks full responsibility
•Gradual decrease of responsibility
Professional Development School Model
•Yearlong experience
•
•Co-teaching model
•
•Intentional matches
•
•Training provided prior to and ongoing
Was the PDS with its co-teaching model a 
better way to prepare preservice teachers?
Original Co-teaching during senior year
How effectively you feel you Overall 12+years/5+/- years of 
teaching experience
Have/have not worked with student 
teacher before
Incorporated One Teach, One 
Observe
6.4 6.4/6.5 6.3/7.0
Incorporated One Teach, One 
Assist
6.7 6.6/6.8 6.6/7.0
Incorporated Station Teaching 6.3 6.1 /6.8 6.1/7.0
Incorporated Parallel Teaching 5.9 6.2 /5.3 5.9/6.0
Incorporated Supplemental 
Teaching
5.2 5.2/ 5.0 5.0/6.0
Incorporated Alternative 
Teaching
6.5 6.4/6.8 6.4/6.7
Incorporated Team Teaching 5.7 5.8/5.3 6.0/4.7
Assumed the lead role in co-
teaching
6.7 6.7/6.8 6.6/7.0
Assumed the support role in co-
teaching
5.8 5.8/5.9 5.3/6.0
Shared co-planning roles 6.2 5.8/6.4 6.1/ 6.7
Shared co-assessing roles 5.5 5.3/ 5.3 5.5/ 6.0
Mentor and Intern Reflections on Co-teaching
Mentor: “ I definitely saw growth in my students’ learning.  Especially 
when we used parallel teaching or stations, we could address students’ 
needs more specifically.  It really worked!”
Intern:  “ We worked together to try and figure out what co-teach 
strategies worked best for us, for our students, and for the teaching 
structures set up in the class. The way the class was structured, 
sometimes made it difficult or impractical to try out all of the co-teaching 
methods. I feel like she engaged in effective co-teaching with me, and 
was very willing to try things I suggested or asked her to do in regards 
to co-teaching.”
Site and College Coordinator Reflections on 
Co-teaching
Site Coordinator: “The best part is that the classroom teacher has 
grown a lot too.”
“Why would we NOT do this?  Its a win-win (for P-12 schools and for 
interns)”
College Coordinators: “Made me a better professor – made my 
teaching fresh”
“When I observed co-teaching, I saw that it was really effective at 
meeting the needs of students.”

So Iron Sharpens Iron in the Student Teaching 
Context….
Previously this course was 
EDUC 205: Marra
• For Elementary Education 
Students
• Covered Fiction / Nonfiction
• 3.0 Credits per semester
• Offered 3 semesters out of 4.
• Averages 20 students/ 
offering
EDUC 206:  Starkenburg
• For Secondary and Middle 
School Students
• Covered Fiction / Nonfiction
• 3.0 Credits per semester
• Offered 1 semester out of 4.
• Averages 15 students per 
offering
Co-Teaching in 
EDUC 155 Children & Adolescent Literature
• 3-credit class offered 
• All elementary education majors and some secondary 
education majors
• Early in the program 
• Children’s Literature or Adolescent Literature Track
Effective Partnership due to TRUST
Vulnerability
Flexibility
Effort
Commitment
EDUC 155 with Co-Teaching
• Intentional Weekly Planning
• Incorporating Co-teaching Strategies (Share with 
Students)
• Shared Responsibility for Assessment
Co-Teaching Strategies
• One Teach, One Observe
• One Teach, One Assist
• Station Teaching
• Parallel Teaching
• Supplemental Teaching
• Alternative / Differentiated Teaching
• Team Teaching
What do students say?
“I learned how co-teaching is not just about two teachers teaching 
completely different lessons, but about two teachers working 
together to strengthen the lesson all together.”
“I appreciated how co-teaching emphasized both of the professor’s 
strengths.  They complemented each other well.  It is much easier to 
spot co-teaching strategies now that I have seen them in action.”
What do course evaluations tell us?
IDEA 
Diagnostic 
Report 
Form
Spring 2016
IDEA form before Co-teaching
What Next?
Senior Seminar Co-Teaching Training
Survey after Student Teaching
Incorporating Co-Teaching into Other Classes
Questions
